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ITS in Japan started with A Comprehensive ITS Plan compiled in 1996, where 9 areas with 

priority were identified. Since then, public and private sectors have worked together and 

succeeded nation wide implementation. Then more integrated systems for safety, 

environment and mobility were deployed, such as connected vehicle systems. 

In addition, we have to provide ITS as foundation for solving fundamental challenges of 

our society; aging population, global warming, sustainable energy supply, and safety 

against natural and manmade disasters. Suffered from the Great East Japan Earthquake, 

we realized how vulnerable our modern society is. The impact of the disaster immediately 

propagated, serious shortage of power supply to the entire country and shortage of parts 

supply for manufacturing sector to the entire world. On the other hand, we realized how 

powerful coordinated sum of efforts exercised by individuals. Technology innovations and 

behavioral changes of individuals and industries are the keys for our sustainable future. 

We identified two major areas reflecting the experiences in the ‘ITS for Safe and Efficient 

Road Transportation’ project (2008-2012). Those are applications of big data in 

transportation and connected and automated driving systems. Those were the main topics 

at the ITS World Congress Tokyo 2013 and carried on to the next ITS World Congress in 

Detroit. These are also listed in the national strategies of Japan for growth, ICT and 

science and technology. We find same topics in Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) of European 

Commission and ITS Strategic Plan (2015-2019) of US Department of Transportation. 

Focused areas of ITS Japan for 2014 are 1) connected and automated driving systems, 2) 

ITS big data and open data, 3) planning for Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games, and 4) 

international collaborations. Accumulated experiences through activities at ITS Japan are 

integrated in these areas. We are actively engaging in the Innovation of Automated Driving 

for Universal Services project (SIP-adus). 

As an application of ITS big data and open data, we are participating in disaster drills 

providing a variety of related information to the drivers, integrating data from both public 

and private sectors. Best practices are quite often found in municipal government under 

close collaboration with local ICT service providers. We set up a platform named ‘ITS 

Challenge’ to share experiences of those activities and to promote ITS deployment 

initiatives by local government agencies. 

We are already living in information network society, where well informed individuals will 

play active roles to recognize and solve social challenges and to balance benefits for 

individuals and public interests. Strong leadership across the boundary of industrial 

sectors, academic disciplines and jurisdictions has essential importance for drawing 

ground design, developing action plans and coordinating integrated efforts. 



 

 


